MES PTO Meeting Minutes
10/1/2012

1. Welcome/ Introductions –in attendance: Stacy, Linda, Lori, Sloane, Catalina, Melinda, Julie VanDyne, Mary Doherty, Vicky Sanborn, Kirsten Grieb, Edie Simpson, Gretchen Arnold, Tammy Flanigan, Pam Beck, Nancy Spaulding
2. Review September Meeting Minutes

3. Review October Agenda

4. Treasurer Report- Cheryl

5. New Business

a. newsletter/bulletin board – Gretchen/Stacy – if you are co-chairing an event you are responsible for putting up info on the PTO bulletin board in the lobby
b. room parent update- Linda – room parent assignments done, directory hasn’t started yet.  Per teachers – room parent is good the way it is.
c. RIF update- Sarah - 
d. book fair- Gretchen – earned $874 so far for the school. 251.21 was going to expire today – Gretchen told Tammy to order books before it expired and she did. So now we have $619.28 remaining that does not expire.  We can think about how we want to use that.  We may get $100 toward craft fair.  Mary said book fair makes sense on Read Across America week.  Melinda can volunteer more this year for book fair.  Next meeting talk about whether we do the Spring book fair or not.  Haven’t always done it but have done this the past few years, not a big money maker but we get lots of books.
e. holiday basket fundraiser- Gretchen -  we want to make it as easy as possible, PTO will write up a letter to give to teachers.  Still working out the kinks.  Mary asked if the money is earmarked.  Vicky recalled teachers having to supplement the baskets.  Mary mentioned having a volunteer in charge of gathering donations and assembling baskets. Catalina mentioned assigning a parent per class to oversee the project so that teacher doesn’t end up with the project. Gretchen and Kirsten are co-chairing this fundraiser.  PTO will define the baskets, each classroom will draw a theme.  Start sooner the better.  Will display baskets when done to advertise.
f. Little Caesars- Stacy/Amanda – packets go home next week.  Top seller $50 cash reward.  Will visit businesses this year.  Usually do fundraiser for 2 weeks, but you can do it for 4 weeks.  Two weeks is good, consenses.  Maybe put due date on board outside.  Mary: maybe come into the room to talk about fund raiser, so kids understand what it is for.  Will be due mid-Novermber.
g. teacher appreciation- Linda – sign up sheet explained by Linda – about 35 servings worth.  May is big month where PTO does lunch and cover duties.
     1. book credit/ t-shirt- Stacy

6. 2nd “big” school year project ideas to research: 
a. school grounds, 
b. bb court – Vicky mentioned badmitton or volleyball

c. expand climbing wall, 
d. natural playground, ideas – boulders, stumps, bridges, logs – Catalina mentioned that this ties in to artist in residence, and links to curriculum, Pam– kids love to play football on the upperlevel, but grass never grows, becomes muddy in the spring – possibly this area needs attention.  Could use a big net to block balls going down into the river.
e. Eno interactive white boards, ipad 3

7. Harvest – October 26th – soup and apple crisp dinner between 5:30-7:30 

a. Tammy – garden club, rec. dept. fire dept.  involved.  PTO invited to help serve or drum up interest.  Stacy mentioned donating shirt/bag.  Planning meeting Oct. 15th .
8. Old Business

a. staff list/ teacher input/playground bags/ from Mr.Ernest- Lori

b. “classroom supplies” and “field trip funds” to vote on amount and when
i. 11 teachers - $1100 – Stacy suggest combine classroom supply and field trip expense to give to classroom teachers soon to give at the beginning of the year (can’t afford right now to do specialists).  Stacy moved to accept this plan, Melinda seconded.  All in favor.
c. Bulb fundraiser update- Linda/Sloane - $657 profit, bulbs in tomorrow.  Almost covers all the trailer.  Linda will attach info to orders to inform and thank purchasers, let them know about the trailer.  
d. Trailer-Stacy

e. Website update and minutes- Sloane/Lori – Lori will get summer minutes to Brian for approval, then to Sloane.
9. Open discussion

10. Adjournment 

Next Meeting November 5th @ 3:45

